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Learning Achievement: the Mediating Effect of Approaches to Learning

Tian Mei, Lu Genshu

Abstract: This research investigated the effects of two predictors (learning environments and approaches)

on international students self—reported development of core skills, research capacities, and Chinese pro-

ficiency and global understandings in online learning. Data were collected from 1, 010 international

students studying at 41 universities in China. The correlation analysis showed significant correlations be-

tween international students perceived online learning environments, approaches to learning, and learn-

ing achievement. The SEM analysis showed that three online environmental factors, i.e., accessibility,

flexibility and knowledge acquisition, and deep approach to learning presented positive direct influence

on international students’ perceived learning achievement. The mediation analysis showed that through

deep approach to learning, environmental accessibility, flexibility and knowledge acquisition had posi-

tive indirect influences on perceived learning.

Key words: online learning environments; approaches to learning; learning achievement; international

students in China
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