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Development of the Chinese Higher Education Institution Typology .
Using National Teaching Basic Status Data

LLU Genshu., LI Lijie Page 33

This paper presents a typology of the Chinese higher education institutions
(HEIs). It begins with a background review, highlighting the significance of
HEI classification in China. It emphasizes that HEI classification is an
emerging but increasingly important area of research. The paper then
examines the formation mechanism of the HEI classification, analyzing
theoretically the impact of the government and the market on the HEI
classification. It also investigates the fair development of the HEI
classification from both radical and conservative perspectives. Using national
teaching basic status data, we have conducted cluster analysis and empirically
analyzed the types of Chinese universities. Based on these analyses, this
article presents research implications, advocating for a more active role that
double first-class universities should play in supporting the Chinese HEIs in

achieving world excellence in undergraduate teaching and learning.

The Conflict of the Faculties: Academics, Politics, and Fashion

YE Fugui Page 41

Since its inception in the Middle Ages, the university has created the hierarchy
of knowledge and faculties. After the Renaissance, however, new knowledge
and new institutions flourished outside the university. Kant, in view of the
new situation of knowledge and social politics, theoretically began the
Copernican revolution of the university and subverted the hierarchical order of
medieval universities. Kant’s idea was fully realized by Humboldt in practice.
However, the conflicts around the status of knowledge and faculties have
intensified since then, with knowledge traditions, academic levels,
government and politics, social organizations and people, students and
teachers, and elusive fashion all exerting power and influence. The struggle
and revolution for the legitimacy of knowledge and the equal status of faculties

are the driving force for intellectual innovation and progress.



