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Ideal types construction of talent hubs: an interpretation of concepts

and pathway analysis based on major East Asian metropolitan areas

WU Hantian, HUANG Luhan

(College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: From the dual perspective of historical institutionalism and resource dependence theory,
four ideal types of higher education talent hub emerge: "top-down planning-academic," "top-down
planning-applied," " multi-actor symbiosis-academic," and " multi-actor symbiosis-applied." Case
studies of the Seoul metropolitan area, Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, Yangtze
River Delta, and Tokyo innovation circle illustrate their characteristics and pathway features. While
these hubs are profoundly shaped by national strategies and regional governance structures, their
institutional evolution is characterized by incremental changes under path dependence, as well as
strategic breakthroughs at critical junctures. In terms of resource allocation, they represent the strategic
responses of higher education to different dominant forces. Considering this, in promoting the development
of talent hubs and regional innovation systems in China, it is important to balance global educational
principles with the needs of local practices. It is also crucial to strengthen institutional innovation capabilities
and structural breakthroughs amid path dependence, while fully respecting regional development
endowments and institutional traditions. Furthermore, collaborative governance should be implemented
among multiple stakeholders and at different levels.

Key words: East Asian metropolitan areas; higher education hubs; talent hubs; historical institu-

tionalism; resource dependence theory
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Research on the path of promoting the rectification for undergraduate
education audit evaluation through provincial-college collaboration

LU Genshu'?®, LI Zhenyan*"*

(1. School of Humanities and Social Science, Xi'an Jiaotong University; 2. School of Marxism ., Xi'an Jiaotong University;

3. West China Higher Education Evaluation Center, Xi'an Jiaotong University, Xi'an 710049, China)

Abstract: In view of the common practical dilemmas faced by colleges and universities in the
evaluation and rectification process, such as passive response, formalism, and fragmented
rectification. Based on the theory of institutional complexity, this study conducts an in-depth
analysis of the underlying causes and operational mechanisms from three dimensions: institutional
isomorphism pressure, institutional decoupling, and conflicts among multiple institutional logics.
Adopting a systematic thinking approach, the rectification of undergraduate education teaching
evaluation and rectification should restructure the incentive mechanism, promoting the

transformation of the rectification process from "passive compliance"” to "internal driving force";
Strengthen the closed-loop supervision of the audits, facilitating the transformation of the
rectification process from " strategic decoupling" to "substantive coupling"; Coordinate the
governance of all elements to achieve the transformation of the rectification process from
"fragmented patching" to "structural optimization".

Key words: audit evaluation; evaluation and rectification; supervision and re-inspection;

institutional isomorphism; institutional decoupling; conflict of multiple institutional logics



